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In many youth groups across thHeave not. However, each membd&panish. The ministry of our
world, there are enough (or moref our drama team enjoys perforndrama team is not just for those
than enough) of certain thingsng and theater on some lédveven outside Michiana Christian Em-

enough hardships, enough compla-f It 0s si mpl y bassy,ithough. VBeuatsgveant toged- a
cency, enough complaining, enoudpeing willing to do something irfy the Churchithere as well as
goofiness, enough cell phoneBpnt of a group people. here. We want God to use us to

enough of whatever. Some peopkeei ng amat eur s gpuw easmothér ondin Hint, dauen-a g
even say theredssmondoulghn eaNeocolgage weachw etherd don Speak

drama. have to be pros to use our gifts féirough us in any way He chooses.
As for us, Wehr denodot We hidiok 6Tth ah &#se wthg baee tpheel
t hereds enough bdst bumae wantrto giealesesrddCE in addition to wherever else.
house. At least, not enough of thHmest. Whether we have a lead part, As for who are the mem-
type of drama we can perform. supporting role, or are helping withers of the Powerhouse drama
Okay, so our drama teanpr op s, we know tietagms aleldr € mpbwa g !

i sndt compr i sed aaodfGodcay use eaph ob dis ingexv oydaes slacob LaBounty was at
sionals. And, come to think of it, weighty way. We know there is the helm, and during each drama
havenot even p epurpase tmaevdat wee rperfane &ndeaslon there was a slightly different

drama (a play, most often a seriohew we perform it. group of actors and actresses. At
one) in our recent history. As for Yet we also know that noththis point, God has Rachael Clan-
now, we perform human videosng we perform is just a perfornten leading a team consisting of
otherwise known as lip syncs. ance. With every human video avlegan Kendall, Sam Whittaker,

Al t hough 1 i p syoatberar eédroama 00,t Rastn Eaglasa, Dpvid d-a@ler,nJacabg |,
for now, wh o k n teacking,vshowinhg Ciwistdtd dtherd@hittdker, and Kortni Miller. Bas-

up performing. God may have ul everything we perfoom we i al | vy, as for no\

perform a fulscale play or musicashould be worshiping Christ. AlPowerhouse, you are welcome to
at some point. Or, maybe a few skifsough we may have a lead role, Wwe a part of the drama team.

here and there. Wherever Gocach know we are not the sfiars I f youdre not
leads, we will follow, because @&od is. And we want to give aerhouse but still want to be in-
Christ i sndt o urawardainnmg pedocmasce intolvelved vath #ne drama team, there

rything wedr e daeritogointaherstoHim.a i n .is something you can do. Pray. Pray
Power housedos dr ama Soneafnourimain ministmyiornwisdom and guidance for us.
istry, not simply an extracurriculapportunities throughout the recerRray for opportunities to minister.
activity. We want to use our gifts fgears have been the Niles artay for boldness, courage, and
Christ and we want to be used Brandywine baccalaureates,aswéllocus f or us. Pr a
Hi m. As we sai d,aswevdarrei orust npirsoshueotmbe willing pessels foW€dil v €
sionals. Some of us have had bé&sen done a few human videos into use in any way He chooses.

and pieces of training and experi-

ence on stage, while some of us
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_Workouts in the Word:
Training to be like Christ
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Within the past
mont hs wedve
our journey through the book of
John. The Niles Baccalaureate ser-

couple
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KBewuttihfaul 6 we hatondt (
marriage O0two
team performed at the baccalaure- and we can avoid situations that

ates. She used Ezekiel 16:4-14 as could compromise our purity.

her main text while using a number
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a message call ed

vice took the pl aceohd kible PadsRes BrRufpbrtmal 6 On the other hand, the
Powerhouse night, and Pastor | f youdd Iike to r%%d df Soé&mﬁ‘o Sgy s hePEV
Kat hy hasndt been meshage, deell fiee ona@ tod‘Oth'”g or youlo

bring the Word lately.

Training Points

V Each of our lives has incredi-
ble value to God.

V Only Christ can make us truly
beautiful.

V Are you really committed to
God? Then youdlll
everything His way.

Josh Payne preached from
Deuteronomy chapter one and
talked about how each of us are in-
credibly valuable to God. We each
have a unique potential to be used
by God and to glorify Him. He has a
plan for each of us that exceeds our
wildest dreams.

However, there is something
that can keep us from fulfilling
Godos pl a fisur uUnielief.
This unbelief is often connected
with our desire to live for ourselves
and connected with the rebellion
that stems from that desire. We
may not always be aware of this
unbelief that hinders us from fully
trusting Christ,
need to continually ask Him to re-
veal it to us.

As we continue to live for
Jesus, we need to remember that
our actions show what we truly be-
lieve. Do we really believe that God
can do everything He says in His
Word?

Rachael Clanton preached

www.xanga.com/NHSEnglish4me tells us we can have intimacy with-

and read the post entitled ©Out commitment, to skip the friend-

0Beautifulé, but aShipsigle ognysipke Pﬂyé'qa'ere'aa re

her major points: tionships for ove, t
isolate ourselves from other relatlon-

T Without Chri st , whps, digiractsiud frorh greparing for

our futures, causes discontentment
with being single, and causes us to
falsely evaluate

1 Although Christ loves us, and
nothing can separate us from
that love, our filthiness sepa-
rates us from Him.

anot h

This is why it is so important

for us to know what G
W achribt waht®us ribt@nly to live,  about love. Not just for our relation-
but also to live fully. ships with other people, but even
. more so for our relationship with
T Only Christ can clean us up. Christ. 1 Corinthians 13:4 -8 gives us
1 Christ not only cleans us up, a clear picture of Wha'_[ love is and i§
but He also takes the best care 2 2 f/ y L Odvoee sln% ¢ pgé ; se tn t
of us and gives us the best gifts. gered and it keeps no record of
§  Although we may think our own wrongs. Love is not rude, or self -
beauty is enough, Christ is the seeking. Love thinks no evil and
only One who makes our beauty does not rejoice in sin. Instead, love
perfect for Him. rejoices in the truth, bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things,
1 Just because Christ is the only  and endures all things. Love never
one who can truly make us fails.
uSbeautiful doesndt me an we _
shoul dndt take care o dapsRPyednatter
We are the templ@f T8t8ti grehipwedre
beautiful for Christ. though, because if we
mitted to Christ, t he
Pastor Kathy used bits love others the way He loves them.
and pieces from JAonsdh wee 8 Hr wasBst o | ove

book | Kissed Dating Goodbye to He loves usi purely and without re-
talk about sex, dating, and the dif- straint. | f wedre tru

afned e h heast OtSe t Wb ¥ n Wb thd s wel dolvle wand to do
worldly love. |l ove His way; 1 W ¢
thing His way, all the time.

Godds | ove, or Osmar't oveo,
seeks Godds glory and seeks to meet
othersd® needs Through this kind of
|l ove we can model Ch 6s Il ove, re-
alize Godds gift of e earn

that intimacy is the reward of com-
mitment
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Just Walk On By

Jennifer Lynn Kepler

Jesusd bl ood surrounds my f1l a
I f 1t flickers then I 6m the on
Satan wil |l bl ow as heds creepi

My candle is lit, my flame burns high.

God in my heart, my flame continues to grow.

Stronger, harder Satan continues to blow.
Gasping for air, I can hear Sa

Screaming and moaning, he believes his own lies.

Jesusd bl ood covers up his bl

That is how my flame continues to grow.

Jesusd bl ood was shed to prot ec«

He proved that to me, not putting up a fight.
That day they placed Him on the cross,
I | earned in my heart it wasn:i
His blood, pain and suffering, He did for me,
When He walked down the streets of Calvary.

He proved to me He would shield my flame,
To remain faithful to Him till the day that He came.
To take me home to ride with Him,

To let me know my candle will never go dim.

My candle is lit. My flame burns high.
Satan, dondét waste

Just walk on by.

your brea

Psalms 18:1&2 1: | will love thee, O LORD, my strength.
2: The LORD is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my God, my strength, in whom |
will trust; my buckler, and the horn of my salvation, and my high tower.

14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be acceptak

Psalms 19:14
in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeemer.
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Reprinted with permission Author: Mrs. Jill Bricoe, Published by Monarch Books

Jesus, Jewel of Heaven

Mrs. Jill Briscoe

To know Christ is to be rich beyond measure.  Wealthy beyond your wildest dreams.  After all, Jesus is the Jewel of
Heaven. Let me tell you a story:

He was the richest man in the valley. = There was no disputing it.  Secure and confident, he was escorting his house
guests to their expensive cars, when John, his gardener, approached him, cap in hand to give him a message.

The man was poor and shabbily dressed and looked embarrassed to be talking to the richest man in the valley.
He shuffled from one foot to the other.

"Well, out with it man!"  his employer snapped impatiently, his eyes on his departing guests.
"Sir," John stuttered. He was obviously very nervous. "Sir, | know this sounds mighty strange, but | had a dream
last night that really upset me. I dreamt that the richest man in the valley would die at midnight, tonight. Are

you all right sir?" He said, feeling exceptionally stupid.

The boss stared at him. John was all right as gardeners go; he worked hard, he was honest, trustworthy. But the
richest man in the valley was aware that he attended the little evangelical church in the village, and was one of

those "born again" Christians.  He'd never had much time for religion himself. Always felt too much church made
you a little weird.  John's words confirmed his suspicions.

"You don't need to worry about me John," the richest man in the valley said impatiently, and cheerfully turning
on his heel.

John watched him disappear inside the huge carved door of the mansion and felt relieved. It had taken all of his
courage to talk to the man. But the dream had been so sharp. He'd never experienced anything like it.  Had God
sent him a message in his dream, he wondered? He worried about the richest man in the valley. He had no idea
where he stood with God.

The richest man in the valley closed the door of his beautiful house and looked around. Silly to let the poor man's
words bother him.  Why, things had never been better. It wouldn't do any harm though, he mused, to invite his
doctor around for a drink later in the evening.

So late that night, the richest man in the valley and his doctor enjoyed a game of cards, and talked at length
about world affairs and the stock market.  The clock on the expensive paneling clicked on.  Five minutes to mid-
night...four minutes to midnight...three minutes...two minutes...one minute...midnight.

Irritated with himself that he felt so relieved, the richest man in the valley bade the doctor good -night and re-
tired.

He had no sooner climbed into bed, than the doorbell rang, urgently. Hurriedly wrapping his robe around him, the
richest man in the valley ran downstairs to answer the frantic knocking.

A little girl stood on the doorstep, her eyes red with weeping. Her clothes were old, and she carried what looked
like her mother's purse.

"What's the matter?" the richest man in the valley inquired, not unkindly.

"Sir," she gulped, "l just came to tell you that tonight, at midnight, my father died."
"Your father? Who is your father?" said the puzzled man.
"John," the little girl replied softly, tears coursing down her face. "John, your gardener. The richest man in the
valley."

To know Christ, is to be rich beyond measure, wealthy beyond your wildest dreams. For after all, Je-
sus is the Jewel of Heaven.
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Decolores: Many Colors, Many Qu

ByPastor Jeffrey L. Whittaker

About sixteen years ago | remember having my first conversation connecte
the ministry of ADecol oreso. A me
report about a very spiritual expe
me to be a part of the very next m
further for details concerning this l#ghanging get away, she merely replied |
hushedl tosea. Betcr etemember smiling
ways. A little while | ater, -Toeuro
iDeCol ores/ Teens Encountering Chri /
buildings. Our leadership team agreed, and the event came and went, but not with-
out the characteristic reports of what a Aspirit
to enquire a bit more vigorously into the governmental structure, doctrine, and origins of the program, but ea

time | did I was met with the same redpmPpense, s elgc
Pastor, the Word of God echoed in my heart a-s |
30:

28 Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made y
overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood. 29 For | know this, th
after my departing shall grievous wolves enter in among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also of your own selv
shall men arise, speaking perverse things, to dr

| was very earnest in my desire to discover more about the DeColores movement which appeared to be so
prominent in the Michiana region, and the community of Niles in particular. However, for all these years,
there have only been two parties willing to share (just recently) at least some bits of information, due to their
being told that | was fAagainst DeCol oreso. I wa
Catholic influence, and that the Niles group was completely autonomous and separate from any governing
body. Both visits were very warm and cordial, and | have continued to pray and study ever since. My positic
remains though, that before | can attend, | need to know what | am going to be a part of, since my attendanc
could be interpreted as an endorsement which could have an effect others, for good or ill. In the meantime,
customary answer keeps coming back again and aga
have to come firsto; this circular reasoning and
fellowship, so my lingering questions remain unanswered. Hopefully this brief article will help facilitate fur-
ther discussion, ultimately leading to enlightenment and understanding.

While doing research on another matter, | tapped into some records of the Vatican in Rome relative to their
fecumenical 6 activities amongst the fAseparated b
according to the Council of Tredt5 4 5 ) . Amongst one of Romeds outr.
of the Cursillo movement, the parent of what we have come to know as DeColores. Having firsthand knowl-
edge of t he P oeapsesdismiplraotgiroanm tohfr oruegh ficommon gr ounc
ready dubious, or as some have said, prejudiced. Thankfully, after all the years of requesting more informa-
tion, | finally came into possession of an actual manual of procedures, along with a statement of faith. | imm
diately read it from cover to cover with rapt attention, and now do purpose to put forth questions as to its con
tent, point by point. | will direct my questions to the areas of historical context and doctrinal foundations, the
ongoing affiliation implied in @The -tavhahealtladftbelo-an d
cal Churches in a community where DeColores is active. First, let us look at some history:

Continued next page
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From the official website of the DeColores of Southwest Michigan (The History of DeColores Ministries, Inc.)
we read:
DeCol ores means fdof colorso in Spanish and is m
born in the spirit of interfaith communion of the love feast, the agape. DeColores basically means a perst
who is living in grace, seeing the world and its variety and beauty as all coming from God. DeColores is
retreat, a movement, and most importanimethod of renewal

Cursillo (meaning a short course) began in 1949 when Bishop Juan Hervas and a group of dedicated
laymen were seeking a way to renew the diocese of Majorca, Spain. Cursillo is the story of how God taught
group of men how to work for Him in an effective way, a way that bears fruit.
For a broader perspective, allow me to quote of
r e a ¢ h o-Cdtholic lmodies.
fiCardinal Walter Kasper, The German cardingbresident of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Chris-

tian Unity, sai d an fAecumeni cal spiritualityo focused
efforts for Christian unity. Cardinal Kasper sp
ingthe4®anni versary of the Second Vatican Council 6s
is not to negotiate a way around differences, but to engagprwcass of continual conversiorand fidelity

to Christ, who wanted all his disciples to be ol
closer we draw to one another in him,0 he said.

losing differences they have experienced as gifts of the Holy Spirit, Cardinal Kasper said.P&vibdeostal
Christian communities can be difficult dialogue partners especially if their focus idProselytism
(Evangelism in our viewlLW), the cardinal said they can teach the mainline churches about the gifts of the
Holy Spirit being poured out on each Christian for the good of the entire Community.

Cardinal Kasper said a greater focus on the Spirit acting in each of the baptized makes it possible to envisiot
c hur c h fhe magistdrial,dohexample, has an undeniable and irreplaceable rote,

but one that does not exclude consideration of the consensus of the faithful, the input of theologians and
centrality of worship. i S essehtial &£atholic asibonsonwnistly dnd ma i
magisterial, but at the same time would respond to criticisms made lsgparated brothers and sisters

about the Catholic Church being too centralized and hierarchical, he said. Cardinal Kasper said the only w
forward seems to be through the development of an ecumenical spirituality and a readiness to respond a
praying the words 6Come, Holy Spi-f6)t. o660 (AWhen i
For more relevant information, let us now refer directly totheour t h Day Wor kshop
Ma n u arddook at the statements of faith contained in the Bylaws of the Southwest Michigan DeColore
Ministries, Inc. What one finds there is a reproduction of the Nicene, Apostles, and Athanasian Creeds. | w
hoping to find several (or any) Scripture references which could serve as a foundation upon which to build
meaningful discussion. | have read and appreciated the great historic creeds of the Church throughout my
of worship and faith, and have also studied therdepth within the University setting. However, none of
them direct the reader to the eternal source of
ther himself found that the principle of ASola S
of Divine revelation in the face of the Roman Catholic position of ScriftukéS tradition PLUS the Magis-
terium. For instance, the Nicene Creed states,

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.

And then proceeds to affirm in the next line,

We acknowledge Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

One is left wanting for details and clearer understanding after reading these statements. The Council of Nice
was called in AD 325 by the Emperor Constantine (a controversial figure to say the least) whose own faith is
held by many respected scholars as dubious due to his syncretistic practices of mixing existing pagan super:
tions with elements of Christianity for purely pragmatic, political ends. Many will argue that the terms
Acatholic and aadi®@atali isen Clu r ¢ Iha@re haonegsigeneralitesvath mf s
meani ngf ul i mpact on Christian fellowship in tod
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points.

Pope Benedict XVI (Cardinal Ratzinger) wrote 1in
ATherefore, t her e e x iwhithssubaistssin timegChtleolic cChunchgavernea by th€ h r |
Successor of Peteand by the Bishops in communion with him. The churches which, while not existing in
perfect communion with the Catholic Church, remain united to her by means of the closest bonddthat is,
apostolic succession and a valid Eucharist,r e t rue particular Churchesé
communities which have not preserved the valid Episcopate and the genuine and integral substance of the
charistic mysteryARE NOT CHURCHESI N THE PROPER SENSE (emphasis
According to the Pope, all Protestants who do not recognize his primacy as head of the Church are not con:
ered truly in the faith. Scripture states, however, that repentance and faith must precede and accompany
believers baptisntMark 6:15; Acts 2:36-39; Acts 8:3637; Romans 6:14), and that infant baptismal regen-
eration is not found anywhere in the pages of Go
be grappled with and understood. | assure you that Rome understands them to the minutest detail!

No one who reads the entire DeColores Manual can honestly denynémgt references are made to the
Afsacrament so dur i ng RagesoftbeoThea Marual defclaressh e weekend.
(DeColores) does not seek church status, nor does it offer any sacrament.

However, orpage 14underi SHORT DESCRI PTI ONS OF T Wé&findRI@iRAIAOH8, ( t
entitledi S A C R A ME NiFt&lie celebrated on Saturday evening of the weekend. Also durin§ dag 3

of the event there is an activity entitBdB AP T1 S MAL R E NnEMAiIngly, somewhere between the
Manual 6s statements on pages 6 and 1 page 18 qanagtaphi n g
Centittedi Rol | o #8, S AECRAMENTSO

We are infor med indlfe S&Claments.t 6 s pr esence

This refers to the Roman Belief that the very person, essence and divinity of our Lord is cditaimedu-
charistic wafer (host) as a perpetual sacrifice of Jesus Christ for the sins of the world, and once consecra
must be bowed before in adoration, since the wafer has actually and literally become Jes(Safcistsm

of the Catholic Church, paragraphs 13531378) Since this doctrine was not adopted until the year 1215 by
Pope Innocent Il and has no support in the Bible, | would pray that each DeColores candidate would dil
gently search the Scriptures to ensure that they are not being gently escorted, via songs and candlelight, in
most serious errorHebrews 9:2428,and10:14-22 declares:

n24 For Christ is not entered into the holy plac
heaven itselfnow to appear in the presence of God for us:Ntar yet that he should offer himself ofteras

the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with blood of others; 26 For then must he often have s
fered since the foundation of the worltit now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himsel7 And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 28
So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of maagg unto them that look for him shall he appear the sec-
ond time without s i noneuwffering heshath pedietteddoneaver theim thabare sdngti-
fied. 15 Whereof the Holy Ghost also is a witness to us: for after that he had said before, 16 This is the cov
nant that | will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, | will put my laws into their hearts, and ir
their minds will | write them; 17 And their sins and iniquities will | remember no more. 18 Now where remis-
sion of these ighere is no more offering for sin19 Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the
holiest by the blood of Jesus, 20 By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the v
that is to say, his flesh; 21 Améving an high priest over the house of Go2R2 Let us draw near with a true
heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washe
with pure water. o

Praise the Lord! One offering forever! And not only that, but true Believers can approach the Throne of Gc
with joy and boldness since we have a great High Priest who is the mediator between God @hebnesws
4:14-16; | Timothy 2:5-6)! AThe Manual 6 goes on further to st
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DeColoresbeing interfaith results in onlythe Sacraments of Baptism and Communidreing coveredn
depth;Marriage, Confirmation, Ordination, and Annointing of the Sick covered only briefly.

What we find here is a list which remarkably resembles the sacraments of the Catholic Church, whic
(according to Rome) must be observed by the Faithful throughout their lives in osdentaallyobtain sal-
vation; only after spending an indefinite period of timgumgatory for the purpose of burning away sins not
adequately cleansed by the blood of Christds sac
appeal that appears to be an attempt to touch the heartstrings of the candidate by asserting that disunity is
greatest of all sins, and that the Roman Eucharistic is the only cure.

Brief explanation of why and hoiwvHo | y C o mwhichwiaomeant as a symbol of unigmongst all
Christiansis instead the proof of and a source of our differences.

First of all, please allow me to testify to the fact that every single year the cooperating Churches of Nile
gather together to celebrate the Lordo6és Supper i
we have never celebrated a Catholic Mass. The aforementt@madraph 4 also holds the potential of sow-

ing confusion and/or distrust in the candidate towards their Pastor, should their Pastor teach against either

tholicismorillkd ef i ned ecumeni cal uni ty. The conflicted
upset? On the fAweekendo | felt so much | owmg ar
Chur engRast or ?20 This has already been testified

ers who have tried to bring Scriptural correction and perspective to some of these questions. Aside from th
points, remember page stateditfamoesacidraents \&ill beé offerad!Are they offered?
AAbsolutely noto says t hdaugbtea@@loechcouragedroniveaRoman ICatholiz u t
perspective? YES! These verbal acrobatics are strikingly similar to those employed during Vatican Il whe
the 500 year ol d | abel of AProtestant Heretico w
riously changes into Aiseparated brethreno.

Moving on now from the historical and doctrinal questions, let us spend a few moments together consideril
the organizational i S S U epage 6that theulardl DefCdldnee T Ma s @ p & 10 a 1
ganization with no af f i |andevanthoughoeach gersont haeerevemcanvensadl
with has told me repeatedly how the local DeColores group is completely independent and separate from &
overarching governing body, | noticed page 30 f AThe Manual 6 that t her e
(known as a Secretariat), one over the State of Michigan, and also a local Secretariat located in Cassopolis
fact, onpage 13o0f A The Manual 06 we read that there is a |
(1) To be the communicator bet we&md?2)morattehdoquasdrly a n
Nati onal S e c r eAtratheri dadplinedeegimenriog a castial, reactramental body that gathers
once in a while to simplyifiencengapenondbeanesher
t he Christandmtitdibber cloeasd der ed as a(Manud g.8).iThedactéhatf o r
there is a manual at all, coupled with the presence of a curriculum which must be strictly adhered to, furth

begs the question as to whether or not the | ocal
ernance as well as its worship.
I f i1t is indeed true that the Southwest Michigan

ual 0 s tRO&IISTAS (onesiwhasgive the talks, either Clergy or laity):

2. If the rollo assigned to you is not a witness talk, DO NOTE MAKE IT A WITNESS THieKtollos are
structuredthe way they ardor a reason. The DeColores/Cursillo method woiksd o n 6 t try. to
Cover the points in the outline,0 mor e a riManual@.37) es s . O

Whoever has written AThe Manual 06 as well as the
point! Evidently then, the | ocal autonomous pre
ture as a justification for deviating from the w
participant that this point iIis stressed again an
The various Secretariates of DeColores/ Cusillo a
of the Vatican with each passing page. If the local DeColores is truly its own body with no meaningful ties to
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its Roman Catholic roots, then let the local leaders simply set aside the mandated Spanish curriculum in fa
of one containing Biblically supported doctrine
of the Jewish Passover Feast! Call things what the Bible calls them!

Former Catholic Priest, Richard Bennett, shed some light on this point in a recent interview with me:

The Catholic Cursillo weekend, someti mes call ed
resemblance also to fiEngaged Encountero and fAPar
careful preparation in getting to know those involved. Sessions are arranged during the Cursillo weeke
where those who attend open up to each other on spiritual and personal matters. Much time is spent explair
in a written form, their inner thoughts and feelings, with emphasis on the feelings.

The high point is reached, when after many spiri
fore a figure on the cross, when each individually explains his or her feelings of personal encounter with Chr
over the weekend. As you can iIimagine, the at mos

heightening the effect. Sometimes there is staged an attempt to emulate the Emmaus walk in Luke 24.

Like most of the staged Catholic events, it twists Scripture and thus is deceitful. All of traditional Ca-
tholicism is accepted sometimes including the Mass. While it purports to be Christian it is still Catholic
oriented (emphasis mine~ JLW).

Ri charddés insights (from his first hand involve
reflect the same strategy enunciated by Cardinal Kasper which | cited earlier in our study. Focusing on en
tion, singing, prayer, and the soulish bond created by group confession; while at the same time avoiding d

trinal and propositional truth contained in Scri
Manual 06 instructions to the Rollistas, ASTI CK TO
Let us now pass on to the final point of inquiry | believe we need to consider; that of the practical impact c
t he nor mal l'ife of the | ocal Rolowibthe gadicipant it ietnodiiced b

tothe TOTAL SECURI TY TALKO . pdvhgraph 4 dives the atgdeit 2ZHOE DECOL
ORES SECURI TY wBich Stibriglylarges
Regular attendance at church

The Sacraments

Spiritual Direction

Prayer

Ultreya

Prayer groups

Reunion groups

However,Paragraph 5on the same page goes on to exhort:
Find a church for regular weekly worship.

Return to their church i f they have not been act
Paragraph 5appears to demonstrate a recurring pattern found several times within the DeColores Manual.
On the one hand it states that there are no sacr
paragraph 4underii S E C U R IthatYparticipation in Ultreya, Prayer groups, and Reunion groups are vital
to the candi dateb6s fisecurityo, while also saying
biguous language can result in a tangle eddfined spiritual relationships as well as the disruption of a candi-
dateds growth in consistent ministry within thei

local church discipleship when they are also attending Ultreyas, Reunion groups, and other weekly functions
as well as regular dinners and planning sessions for future DeColores weekends? The answer would appea
be that something is going to have to give, and it will most likely be the local church. The emotional nature of
the weekends with their romantic atmosphere and unaccountable structure, can make the local church appe
lackluster at best, or small minded and controlling at worst. Another genuine concern has also arisen over tt
years in connection with the Niles retreats. There have been individuals in the past who were under spiritual
discipline in their respective churches for a variety of reasons, but who would miraculously appear as
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or respect for healthy congregational rel ati onsh
pl edge thafisitergilsens tleé desire for greandeottol a\
Afbe considered as a (Maoual96)i The seerecy ad DeCdlones nawrhlly breetisca
lack of communication and Godly accountability demanded by Scripture!

AAnd we beseech you, brethren, to know them whic
mo n i s h(1Thessalpnians 5:12)

Let us now take a quick look at the regimen of activities which can quickly eclipse thatertioned state-
ments of fAThe ManuafiRect orf o rileaded @rsctoe teasher), berelare a faw
requirements:

9) The first team meetinghould be held as soon as possible after team members have been selected. No la
thansix (6) weeksprior to the weekend.

13) Notify team of team meetings and foHlawdates. There shall zeminimum offour (4) team meetings,

not including the team commissioning/potluck before the weekend and a minimum of four (4) felipw
meetings after the weekend.

15) Mass must be offeredluring the weekend, whether on site or at a Catholic Chuidianual, p.32).
(THERE®6S THAT MASS AGAI Né ANOE ONE ERERBEBMB&ER?~ JLW)

These excerpts indeed represent an impressive amount of time invested in each of the weekends, week
whose stated purpose is to encourage laymen to become more active and supportive of their local churct
Paragraph 21 of the Rector/Rectoress guidelinefists another requirement which | believe is germane to
our discussion.

21) You will need to write a letter concernifalow-up meetingsand deliver it to a coordinator to be placed

in the candifilqqdiersg amame emansloet 0.

Here is a short list of some the many preparatory as well as fajo@vents either offered and/or required of
participants right here in Michiana (Niles).

Ultreyas

Ultreyas are an important waykoe ep i n contact with those youdve
remain in fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ who have made and or worked past DeColores
weekends.They are alsdor those interested in making a DeColores weekendhe Ultreyas for SWMI De-
Colores are held the 3i®laturday of each month at 6:00 p.min the First Church of Christ, 2240 Yankee
Street, Niles. Please come and join in on the singing, praying, eating, sharing, and fellowship of Céristians
it charges those low batteries and brightens those lights which we are to carry out into the worlc
( SOMETHI NG THAT CANOT BE FOUND I N THEI R LOCAL C
END ENCOURAGED THEM TO DO?~JLW)

Emmaus

It is an Emmaus Gathering for everyone who made a walk on a Decolores, Emmaus, Great Banquet or etc.
ask everyone to bring pop and a snack (finger food). We have a fourth day witness, music, sharing time w
friends.

The gathering is thend Friday of every monthat 7:00 PM Indiana Time. It takes place at the Bristol United
Methodist Church, 201 S Division St., Bristol, IN. For directions, you can call the church. The church numbe
is 574848 4031.

Reunion Groups

Michigan

Ni |l es Meno sWenesddy g00amdaydeeds Restaur ant
Ni | es Me n 06 sThussday 6:45 a.®.Hame Plate

Ni |l es Men 0 sFriddy 7talmeM cStoundayl :d 6 s
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Cassopol i s MeWealesddyi6:BdaanCadopolisyMC

Cassopol i s Wo mEray9:00BimiDiamondLiake Migsionary Church

Mar cel | us Wo me n @irst TuRsslay nfieacm moGtih@dMapcellus UMC: 10:30 a.m. for work:
11:30 a.m. for lunch

Uni on Menods Ruwdnesday &30&@ mWaulpker 6s Far M58 Garden 476
St. Joe/ Bent on Har bRiday &8 a.d.RiveRBideubMCon Gr oup:

Indiana

El khart Christian Menodés Bible Conference: Tuesda
El khart Mendés Bible Study Fell owshi p: Monday 7:0
South Bend Womendés Bible Study Fellowship: Tuesd
to make reservations)

Men's Weekend
Dear DeColores Community,
Thank you for your trust and confidence in me to

| am honored to do this.

God is changing me and | hope and pray that God will change every man on the weekend in a supernatural
way.

Our theme is AChanged Forevero

Il Cor .5:17 ATherefore, i f any man be in Christ,
things are become new. 0

Pray for each man on the weekend that God would change us and conform us to Christ.

God Bless

DeColores

Rob Hall Rector #89

When:March 18 - 21

Where: First Church of Christ (Christian), 2240 Yankee Street, Niles, Michigan

Theme: Changed Forever

Theme Song: Change My Heart, O God

Theme Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Sponsor6s Chapel: Thursday, March 18th at 8: 00 P
Hosts: George & Bonnie Erhardt

Holy Hour Church: Hope Community Church, 2390 Lake Street; Niles, Michigan at 7:00 PM

Sunday Worship: 10:30 AM(SOMEONE ELSE CAN TEACH THEIR SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS,

WORK THE NURSERY, LEAD WORSHIP, ETC.3LW)

Serenade Time: 5:00 PM

Closing: 5:30 PM

Hosts: Steve & Peggy Harman

Rector: Rob Hall (269) 789172

Co-Rector: Paul Scott (574) 28044 Cell (574) 213601

Head Coordinator: Denny Soule (269) 22109

24-Hour Prayer Coordinator: Debbie Soule (269)-5204

Spiritual Directors: Pastor Kyle Gardner (269) &8P2

Pastor Butch Reed (269) 64901

Kitchen Help Coordinator: Jim Meyer (269) 68863

Clean Up coordinator: To Be Announced

Women's Weekend
Dear Community,
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I am truly humbled by Godés Grace in all the prepara
you to all that have said Ayesd to be a part of Godbéd
forever!

Whereéééeééeééée.. First Church of Christ (Christian),
Weekend Themeééé... nAnGrace Like Raino

Weekend Dat Apslé5%1s8&010

Weekend Scripturleééée2 Cor. 12:9

Sponsords Chapel éééééFriday April 15th @ 8: 00PM ~Fir

Niles, Michigan

Sunday Serviceseéééeé. . SundeANOTAPR SUNDAY %/TH BO@H HUSBANDSA M
WI VES, ETC. /AODWCUPI EDO

Holy Hour éFriday April 15th @ 7: 00pm ~Hope Community
Serenade & CluradayiAprigl8tie @ 5:00PM

Rectoresseéeééeééeé.. Dawn Ma |-43D8E5e2é8céceée. G-BIBBHYS
CoRectoresséééeéééBrenda Lingle

Head Coordinatoréééé. Sherry Smith

Head Chaééeééeééée. Rachel Pl ank

Set up/ Clean upééeéééAaron Mall o & Dave Lingle
SecurityéééeéééééBryan DuFour

ANYONE WITH ANY QUESTIONS OR NEEDING TO GET A HOLD OF ANY PERSON ON THE WEEKEND
NEEDS TO CALL SHERRY SMITH @ H~26884-6775 C~269%80-1615

In His Grace~

Dawn Mallo

So, Beloved in Christ, we find after this brief inquiry into DeColores, that we have a discipline born out of the Spanis
Roman Catholic Renewal movement that has beaptad by those of other faith traditions around the world, and more
specifically right here in Niles/Michiana. It has a rigid, unalterable curriculum containing several recurring references t
a sacrament al system of redemption (after stating 1in
foster greater involvement by its fAcandidateso in t|
weekends; each of which is laden down with at least 6 meetings before the weekend, at least 4 after the event, accor
nied by an expectation that each m@vC r u ¢ (OSE \WHO COMPLETES A WEEKEND) will now become an inte-

gral part of the ongoing work of the DeColores Community via weekly Bible studies, Reunion Groups, Ultreyas, an
hopefully future leadership responsibilitie ET US DO THE MATHE

1 weekend = 11 weeks of prepandfollowp (6 prior, 4 afteré plus commi ssi
3 weekends per year (FOR MEN, WOMEN, AND YOUTH)= 33 weekgknowing that not everyone goes to every
event, but that there is much crossover involvement via committees and te3lovy)

Ultreyas, Reunion Groups, and Bible Studies held all year long =52 weeks

Now My S.A.T. scores may not have been anything to write home about, but even | can see that the DeColot
ACommunityo, pageich B8The¢ e M@Dalnlaréspdods hat geek church status, nor does it offer
any sacrament é

Nevertheless does indeed resemble a defacto faith community, complete with an intricate network of administration tt
would make most denominations green with envy! | welcome any and all responses to my questions about DeColot
and | hope that it is indeed not as it is appears 1in
Jesus Christ alone under the authority of His Word alone. | also offer my record of involvement in The Niles Area Mir
isterial Association, Community Worship Services, cooperative ministry as a board member at the local Salvation Arn
(and numerous other Gospel ventures and charities), as testimony to my pattern of life and professional philosophy
have striven to never be exclusive or sectarian towards other Biblical Christian Churches or Pastors. | sincerely pray t
the Heavenly Father, our only God and Savior Jesus Christ, will give true fellowship and increase to His preciol
Church here in the Niles/Michiana region. And that said fellowship will be built upon the unchanging revelation founc
within the Holy Scriptures alone, and that the holy quest of His people will be to worship Him in Spirit and in Truth!!

Grant i t Mara@athh!lor d é
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A teenage boy had just passed his driving test and inquired of his father as to when they cou
discuss his use of the car.

His father said he'd make a deal: "You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, study y
Bible a little, and get your hair cut. Then we'll talk about the car.’

The boy thought about that for a moment, decided he'd settle for the offer, and they agreed ¢

After about six weeks his father said, 'Son, you've brought your grades up and I've observed
you have been studying your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your hair cut.

The boy said, '"You know, Dad, I've been thinking about that, and I've noticed in my studies of
Bible that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, Moses had long hair...and tt
even strong evidence that Jesus had long hair.’

\

-- his father replied, 'Did you also notice they all walked everywhere they went?

Bloopers are back!

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals.

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not worth keef
ing around the house. Bring your husbands.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for choir. They need all the help they can get.

A bean supper will be held Tuesday in the church hall. Music will follow.

The church will host an evening of fine dining. Super entertainment and gracious hostility.
Potluck Supper Sunday at 5pm. Prayer and medication to follow.

The Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7PM, please use the back door.

The eighth graders wil!/ present Shakespea
tion is invited to attend this tragedy.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7PM at the First Presbyterian Church on Thursday. Please us
the double doors at the side entrance.
The Pastor would appreciate it if the ladies of the congregation would lend him their electric
girdles for the pancake breakfast next Sunday.
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Embassy Express online @ michianachristianembassy.com

{ |\ DEADLINE FOR THE NEXT
Check out our ISSUE OF THE
vouthos own wW@p P2¢iipaSSYy EXPRESS IS:

Ol | foi d i
Youo ' 19 AR ° S UNDAY, AUGUST 22ND

events, sermon notes,
and some pictures. ARTICLES SUBMITTED VIA EMAIL OR

COMPUTER DISK, ARE DUE ONE WEEK

WWW.Xanga.CO LATER. Email articles to:
m/MCEPOWGI' bobmills2001@hotmail.com
house

O0But ye shall receip pQ)QPeIESOffBAeGKItSISQES OF THE EMBASSY

the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye

shall be witnesses unto me both in Jeru- EXPRESS ARE AVAILABLE IN THE SUNDAY
salem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the SCHOOL OFFICE.

earth. 6

Embassy Express Staff: Bob Mills, Editor

I_ Rachael Clanton, Youth Editor, Online Editor

LI

ARE YOU OVER 55 AND WOULD LIKE TO GET
TOGETHER WITH OTHERS IN YOUR AGE GROUP?
The Christian Circle of Friends meet the
First Tuesday of every month at noon and go to have lunch at an area restaurant,

Jggr cl rm -U_ic Sn A_jj®& Qslb_w > 78

If a ministry that you are involved in has special events coming up, please write it down and give it to Bob Mills
and we can try to get it into the next issue of the paper.
Or, email Bob Mills at:  bobmills2001@hotmail.com, or Rachel Clanton, Powerhouse Editor, ismile4christ@yahoo.com

MICHIANA CHRISTIAN EMBASSY
PASTORAL STAFF
Senior Pastoveffrey L. Whittaker Associate Pastakathy Moore, Chris Jankoviak
BOARD Jon Jankoviak, Carl Sparks, Mike Clanton, Willie Maxwell, Rich Mookdike La Bounty,Elmer Subera,
Booker Morris, Bob Knepper
OFFICE STAFFWendy La Bounty, Doreen Whittaker
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FoRWOMEN onvy
Meat for Your Freezer

1/4, 172, or Whole Beef
1/2 or Whole Pork

OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY

BOOKER T. MORRIS, M.D.

Cut to your Specifications Join us at our

Carl & Dawn Sparks NEW LOCATION at
269-445 3195 Elkhart General
Hospital

Call for more information

e

* 574 -293 -2893

Fommmmmmmmoooenoooooe- @@@@@@@@@@@@

and pricing

9990909990999909099090999

!

i I O m N O W (t l:lI“ﬂII;IIIIIIIIIIIH
' Hair by Appoint- @’@L@R{ ME € HlR{l&TIAN] -
i ments 101 E. Main Street, Niles, Michigan E
E P I ease Cal | (Corner of Front and Main) E
! Me Christian Music, Books, Bi- =
E = bles, Apparel and More! .
E oran 269-687-9133 E
: Appointment -
E C T i S Check H
E a errl Santana Our Store for our -
E 574-386-1812 Specials H
!. AN NSNS EREEEREEEEEEREN




